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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-9 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The IDS filed on 12/31/04 has been considered. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
As per claims 1-9, recites limitations that refer back to the specification, e.g. 
communication circuit (C), address (X1,...,XJ), master device (M), etc.; the applicant is 
advised to amend the claims and take out the representation of each element, e.g. 
communication circuit, address, master device, etc. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claim 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

As per claim 6, the term "is likely" is a relative term which renders the 
claim indefinite. The term "is likely" is not defined by the claim, the specification does 
not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in 
the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent 5,513,324 issued to Dolin, Jr. et al.(Dolin). 

As per claim 1 , Dolin teaches a method for exchanging information frames over a 
network (N) between devices (D), each device comprising a communication circuit (C) 

connected to a processing unit (PA) and comprising addresses (XI Xj)(Figs.1,4), 

each address being associated with a transmission or reception indicator(Fig.9), a 
single device comprising a same address associated with a transmission indicator, 
wherein each address is associated with a memory containing an information frame that 
can be modified and/or read by the processing unit(Fig.9, col. 6, lines 46-53, col.7, lines 
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44-61 ), and comprising the steps of: 

having a master device (M) periodically transmit addresses(Abstract, col.1 , lines 20-30); 
having the communication circuit of the device for which the address transmitted by the 
master device is associated with a transmission indicator transmit the information frame 
contained in the memory associated with said address and provide the processing unit 
with an identifier (I) of said address(Fig.9, col. 14, line 37-col.15, line 12); and 
having each communication circuit of a device for which the address transmitted by the 
master device is associated with a reception indicator write into the memory associated 
with said address of said information frame and provide the processing unit with an 
identifier (I) of said address(Fig.9, col. 7, lines 44-col.8, lines 65). 

As per claim 2, the method of claim 1 , wherein the processing units (PA), except 
for the processing unit of the master device (M), can neither read nor modify the 
addresses (XI, Xj) and the transmission and/or reception indicators of the 
communication circuits (C) to which they are connected(Fig.1 ,4, col. 14, lines 36-49). 

As per claim 3, the method of claim 1 , wherein all.communication circuits (C) 
further comprise a first address (Xj+2) identical for all devices (D) and associated with a 
transmission indicator and a second address (Xj+I) identical for all devices and 
associated with a reception indicator(Fig.9), the connection of a new device (D 1 ) to the 
network (N) comprising the steps of: having the master device (M) periodically transmit 
the first address(fig.9, Abstract, col.1, lines 20-30); having the communication circuit 
(C) of the new device, upon reception of the first address, transmit an identification 
frame (CS Transmission)(Fig.9,col.9, lines 1-67 ); having the master device 
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successively transmit the second address and a parameterizing frame (CS_Reception) 
defined based on the identification frame( col.10, lines 1-67); having the communication 
circuit of the new device, upon successive reception of the second address and of the 
parameterizing frame, modify its addresses (XI, .... Xj) and reception and/or 
transmission indicators based on the parameterizing frame(col.8, lines 41-50). 

As per claim 4, the method of claim 3, wherein each device (D) comprises a 
specific identification number (U) stored in the communication circuit (C), the 
identification frame (CS_Transmission) transmitted by the communication circuit of the 
new device (D') comprising the specific identification number of said new device, the 
parameterizing frame (CS_Reception) transmitted by the master device (M) comprising 
the specific identification number of said new device(Fig.9, col.15, lines 1-67). 

As per claim 5, the method of claim 3, wherein the communication circuit (C) of 
the new device (D') transmits no data as long as it has not received the first address 
(Xj+2)( col. 13, lines 33-60). 

As per claim 6, the method of claim 3, wherein the communication circuit (C) of 
each device (D) comprises a privilege indicator (Privilege Bit P) at a first value when the 

device is likely to transmit addresses (XI XN) over the network (N) and at a second 

value otherwise, said privilege indicator being set to the first or to the second value by 
the communication circuit of the new device (D') based (CS_Reception)(col.13, lines 33- 
60). 

As per claim 7, a device (D) network (N), comprising a on the parameterizing 
frame intended to be connected to a communication circuit (C) and connected to a 
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processing unit (PA), comprising an address table (Address), a register table (Data), 
each register (Rl, Rj) in the register table being associated with an address (XI, ... Xj) 
in the address table and a direction table(Fig.9) comprising one direction indicator per 
address, said processing unit being capable of reading information frames stored into 
the registers or writing information frames in the registers(col.6, lines 46-53,col.7, lines 
44-62), said communication circuit being capable, upon reception of a request received 
from the network and corresponding to one of said addresses, of transmitting over the 
network the information frame stored in the register associated with said address if the 
corresponding direction indicator is of a first determined type, or of writing an 
information frame received from the network into the register associated with said 
address if the corresponding direction indicator is of a second determined type, and 
being capable of transmitting to the processing unit an identifier of the register 
associated with said address(col.8, lines 1-col.9, lines 67). 

As per claim 8, the device (D) of claim 7, wherein the address table (Address) 
comprises a first address (Xj+2) identical for all the devices connected to the network 
(N), the direction table (Direction) comprising a direction indicator associated with said 
first address of the first type, the communication circuit (C) of the device being adapted 
to transmitting said addresses (XI, ... Xj) and the associated direction indicators over the 
network (N) upon reception of said first address(Fig.9). 

As per claim 9, the device (D) of claim 8, wherein the address table (Address) 
comprises a second address (Xj+I) identical for all circuits connected to the network (N), 
the direction table (Direction) comprising a direction indicator associated with said 
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second address of the second type, and being capable, upon successive reception of 
the second address and of a parameterizing frame (CS_Reception), of modifying the 
addresses (XI, Xj) and the associated direction indicators based on the 
parameterizing frame(col.14, lines 5-19). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Backhean Tiv whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
5654. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/698,61 0 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2151 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.' 
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